Homecoming by Hargrave, Kevin
The Messenger
Volume 2015
Issue 1 The Messenger, 2015 Article 23
2015
Homecoming
Kevin Hargrave
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger
Part of the Poetry Commons
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by UR Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Messenger by an
authorized editor of UR Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact scholarshiprepository@richmond.edu.
Recommended Citation
Hargrave, Kevin (2015) "Homecoming," The Messenger: Vol. 2015 : Iss. 1 , Article 23.
Available at: https://scholarship.richmond.edu/messenger/vol2015/iss1/23
Homecoming I I Kevin Hargrave 
he glides through 
the frame of the door 
passing the clock, 
the cabinet, 
the wicker chair, 
his children's faces 
in frames, 
the dog dozing 
where his boots 
used to rest 
in disuse. 
they are gone now, 
along with the other 
leftovers, 
struck from the walls, 
emptied from closets, 
ousted from corners, 
taken down from the attic . 
he finds himself 
in the bedroom, 
where his wife 
sleeps peacefully 
on her side. 
he sits upon the bed, 
gently, and in silence 
listens to her breathing. 
each soft breath 
is music to him. 
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